‘MY HUNT FOR A SERIAL KILLER

Exclusive One Woman's Crusade to Track Down the Grim Sleeper

|
X
- vy =
BN
R
2
> > 4
\ ‘
|

o BACHEORETTE |
g ECIUSVE WS
™ Emily Maynard
~ LOVEAT LAST-
6+ 0 M AFTER TRAGEDY

_ ¥ & ANOVERDOSE

! SEEN
{PHOTOS!

Ellzabeth Ta

ol Y

Intimate Secrets ;
; from a Surp" Slng z00004 S3pS-12001 MM RO ?35}
N e ¥3713H U137
ew BOOI( LeLataul yoeu TS0R WO oK

318Ny & I[I) HIpS 3di0sy & Eppik |
c02-JEEL0T 13- HHJHHHHEH QBBGB}‘H -

prloghueen gty fdpe e i b gy ot




Q

ELIZABETH .
TAYLOR

FIROOZ ZAHEDI/MY ELIZABETH/GLITTERAT! INCORPORATED; INSET: ARTHUR BRUCKEL/MY ELIZABETH/GLITTERATI INCORPORATED

he owned scores of pre-
cious gems and had the
world’s most coveted men
wrapped around her little
finger. But on the long-ago summer
day when Elizabeth Taylor was vis-
iting Andy Warhol’s Montauk, N.Y.,
beach house and decided to head
into town, she had no need of car
and driver. “Let’s hitchhike!” Taylor
suggested to her friend, photogra-
pher Firooz Zahedi. Recalling the
preposterous scene from 1976 in his
new photographic memoir My Eliza-
beth, Zahedi describes the Hollywood
legend, unrecognizable in a T-shirt
and bell-bottom jeans, on the side of
a country road with her thumb out.
Soon enough Taylor and Zahedi were
in the back of a pickup truck, with the
giggling movie star boasting, “See! It
wasn’t that hard, now was it?”
Hitchhiker, hippie, humanitarian
and fry cook: That’s the Elizabeth
Taylor Zahedi saw—not only through
his 35-mm. lens but through a
35-year friendship that began when
Henry Kissinger tried playing Cupid
for Taylor (unsuccessfully, with
Zahedi’s diplomat cousin) and
spanned the latter half of the screen
legend’s life. Now, on the five-year
anniversary of Taylor’s death at age
79, Zahedi is publishing My Elizabeth,
his intimate portfolio of Taylor’s off-
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screen life, to benefit the Eliza-
beth Taylor AIDS Foundation
(ETAF.org) that was her final
passion. The book, which con-
tains many never-before-pub-
lished photos, opens a window
onto the woman behind the
movie marquees, husbands, glamour
and jewels. “She didn’t give a damn
aboutlooking camera-ready,” says
Zahedi, 66. “She was very low-key,
very hippie, very sweet. And maternal
too—like your fantasy mother, the
one who lets you do fun things.”
Although Taylor’s four children

grew up wary of press intru-
sions—“She taught us early on to not
pay any attention to [tabloids],” her
son Christopher Wilding, now 61,
told People in 2013—her family,
including her granddaughter Laela
Wilding, welcomes Zahedi’s book of
memories that are so like their own.
“With Grandma, our favorite thing to
do was to stay in bed together, just
snuggling and chatting and eating
lunch and watching movies,” Laela,
44, one of the star’s 10 grandchildren,
tells People in a rare interview. She
and Taylor would talk about boys,
play dress-up and browse “Grand-
ma’s” jewelry closet, home of the leg-
endary 33-carat Krupp diamond
from fifth husband Richard Burton,
whom she married twice. “I knew she
was famous, but when I was with her,
she was larger than life in the most
wonderful way—fun and funny and
very accepting,” says Laela. She and
several of Taylor’s other grandchil-
dren carry on her work with ETAF
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THE REAL DEAL
1. On their 1976 tour
of Iran, Taylor was
“mesmerized” by the
Persian fabrics, says
Zahedi, and accessorized
themwith a pendant from
Richard Burton.
2.In1992, at age 60.

3. “She was always
happiest when her
children came to visit,”
writes Zahedi of Taylor (at
husband John Warner’s
farm with her daughter
Lizain the late '70s).

4. Taylor’s hairdresser and
personal assistant Arthur
Bruckel (in Persepolis)
tagged along onthe
'76 tour of Iran.
5.Pals at Warhol'’s
Montauk, N.Y., home (in
’76) didn’t expect Taylor
to join their softball
game, Zahedirecalls.
“She proved them wrong
by pickingup abat,
which was nearly her
own height, whacking
the ball really hard and
racing to first base witha
triumphant smile.”

1

‘She had her own style of
dressing and getting made up, and
whether people found it

stylish or not she didn’t give a damn’
—FIROOZ ZAHEDI
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LOVE AND LAUGHTER
1. “lremember
Mom fixing those
flowers in my hair
and settingsucha
warm, loving, fiery
tone for the evening,”
says Aileen Getty
(at the 1980 party
for her engagement
to Elizabeth’s son
Christopher Wilding;

2. When Taylor (here
in'96) “wasin her mid
40s, they were not

withgoodroles,”
Zahedi says. “Itwasa
tough period for her.”
3. Taylor (in'02) loved
to entertainin her Bel
Airbackyard. “There
was always music
playing. Here asong

so she started dancing
for the camera.”
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they divorcedin1989). |

comingto heranymore |

came on that she liked, |

(and will travel to Washington, D.C.,
to attend AIDSWatch on Feb. 29),
which became Taylor’s true calling
when the AIDS epidemic first hit in
the 1980s. “She wanted to take care
of others, and that motherly ener-
gy infused all of her relationships,”
says Laela. “She really wanted to
break down the stigma of AIDS.”
Several years earlier, in 1976,
Taylor, then 44, and Zahedi, a
former ambassador’s assistant
17 years her junior, met and
soon became a playful, platonic
twosome who traveled together
through his native Iran, her Hol-
lywood home turf, Washington,
D.C., and more. Taylor encour-
aged Zahedi to chuck his fam-
ily’s traditional expectations
and make a career of photog-
raphy, starting as her personal pho-
tographer on the set of A Little Night
Music. “She basically saved my life,”
he says. She was casual, easygoing
and quick to laugh—even at aging.
“It wasn’t her looks that she worried
about, it was her health,” he adds.
The pair’s colorful story might
have included romance if only Zahe-
di hadn’t so fiercely denied rumors
in 2006 that he was to be husband
No. 9. “That upset her because I said
older women shouldn’t marry young-
er men,” says Zahedi now. “There
is always this ridicule about older
actresses...and I didn’t want her
to beridiculed again.” The last time
he spoke to Taylor before her death
in March 2011, they were mulling a
Christmas Eve outing. Zahedi joked
about running off to a Vegas wedding
chapel. “And she gave me one of those
cackling laughs of hers and said,
‘No way, Buster.’ Like, you had your
chance—and you blew it.”

By Sandra Sobieraj Westfall.
Reporting by Liz McNeil
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