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Noblesse Korea — 2016 April Issue
Lady Dior Meets Art

Lady Dior, the signature bag of Christian Dior has been embellished with many visual languages
by artists from all over the world. One can see Lady Dior purses transformed through

photography or sculpture at the House of Dior in Chungdam.

In the year 1995 when the Lady Dior bag was born, Madame Chirac, wife of the then President
of France gave one as a gift to Princess Diana when they met at the opening of the eponymous
exhibition in Paris. Princess Diana loved this purse so much that she bought different versions
(colors, materials, patterns) of it for herself. Until the present time, the Lady Dior---- the
Cannage stitched square shaped bag with its gold colored ring that connects the arched handle,
with initials that pay tribute to Monsieur Dior ----is an established icon of haute couture fashion
worldwide. Furthermore, Lady Dior has been inspiring many artists including photographers,
visual artists, film directors, who have all have used Dior's muse, Marion Cotillard as model for

photos, commercials, and campaigns to publicize Lady Dior internationally.

The exhibition, Lady Dior as Seen by Seoul had its grand opening at the House of Dior in
Chungdam on February 23rd, hence becoming the standard of the artistic inspiration. Since
2011, Dior has been traveling globally including to China, Japan, and Italy to collaborate with
various artists exhibiting their artworks as impacted by Lady Dior. The previous show held in
Korea included works by artists such as Oh Yoo Kyoung, Hong Jung Pyo, Park Sunki, who
participated in celebrating the opening of the House of Dior in Korea. This year, global artists
including Neil Ailing, Arne Kingz, Peter Lindbergh and four newly invited Korean artists all
participated in this exhibition. As a result, 17 sculptures and 8 photography works were created,
all of them inspired by iconic, Lady Dior. Diverse materials including rough and heavy metal,
and brick powder were used to create in the spirit of Christian Dior. Especially such Korean
artists as Choi Jung Hwa, Hwang Ran, Lee Wan, Sue Sunny Park participated in this exhibition

for the first time and revitalized the possibilities.

The work As in the beginning, Today and Tomorrow will be the same: Endless World by an
installation artist, Choi Jung Hwa is made of nails has a powerful visual effect. He was often
inspired by and used mass-produced materials such as plastic, bronze, nails, rubber, hoses,

and vinyl, but this time, he outdid himself by making a work of art that contrasts his feelings



about Lady Dior thereby showing respect for Dior's manner of making women’s life more
valuable. Visual artist, Hwang Ran’s Eternal Muse made of red and white buttons to express
beautiful cherry blossoms is meant to integrate Ran’s usual motif with Lady Dior. Hwang states
“By using ordinary buttons | hope to draw an analogy to ordinary people’s existence. | wanted to
explore life’s fugitive yet timeless aspects through this artwork.” The repetitive and meditative
process of hammering countless buttons makes us think about the difference between the
visible and the invisible. On the other hand, photographer Lee Wan who has been exploring the
inner world of ordinary objects, presented a 20 year old ‘Korean woman’ holding a Lady Dior. It
it meant to allude to today’s youth living in the current competitive social climate and reflects the

emptiness of the inner life of people faced with infinite competition.

By collaborating with the artists, Dior not only wanted to show the continuation of Christian
Dior’s spirit but he also wanted to share the brand’s identity by communicating with the public.
Dior has been collaborating with various artistic genres and artists showing new cutting edge

possibilities. The exhibition continues until the August, 31% 2016.



