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Reza Aramesh and the Eroticism of
Violence
by The Daily Beast May 16, 2013 4:45 AM EDT

This might jolt a partier on a Saturday night. London-based artist
Reza Aramesh has installed his haunting sculptures for '12 Midnight'
at five nightclubs in NYC, including Bossa Nova Civic Club in
Bushwick.
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From Left to Right: Action 132: Dying South Vietnamese Marine, Duc Hoa, Saigon, Aug. 5 1963 (2013); Action
131: Dying Iranian Soldier, 1987 (2013); Action 133: Dying American Soldier, Baghdad, Iraq, Tuesday Nov. 9,

2005. (2013) (Rodin Hamidi, courtesy Leila Heller Gallery.)

Mixing war photography, Renaissance-style sculpture, and peep-shows, Iranian-born
artist Reza Aramesh has brought to New York a poignant series of installations forcing
the viewer to confront assumptions about violence, culture and sex. With images
taken from war photography, and made from handcrafted lime-wood and then painted
with polychrome, the busts will be installed in five nightclubs in NYC: Marquee, No. 8,
Santos Party House, Sugarland, and Bossa Nova Civic Club.

The men depicted in the sculptures are erotic not only in their physique and pose, but
also because Aramesh has designed them to be viewed through a box with holes --
evoking an illicit feeling associated with pornography or peep shows. Also of note for
the works are the plinths upon which the scultpures rest. Not merely slabs
showcasing the sculptures, the plinths are covered in graffiti by New York-based
Jason Castro.

Pictured above are the truly powerful sculptures, provacatively questioning how
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THE BIRTH OF ABSTRACT

Mario Tama / Getty Images

Edvard Munch’s The Scream was sold on Wednesday in
New York for a staggering $119.9 million....

(c) 2012 Artists Rights Society (ARS), New York / ADAGP, Paris. Photo
courtesy National Gallery of Art, Washington D.C.

Frantisek Kupka. Localisation des mobiles
graphiques II [Localization of Graphic

Motifs II] 1912-1913
A century ago, at the 1912 fall art salon in Paris, Frantisek

Kupka became the first artist, anywhere, to put a purely
abstract painting on public display....
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people in the modern world experience war through media. Of note in particular is the
sad, lingering air around Dying Iranian Solder, 1987.

Like The Daily Beast on Facebook and follow us on Twitter for updates all day
long.

The Daily Beast is dedicated to news and commentary, culture, and entertainment.
We carefully curate the web’s most essential stories and bring you original must-
reads from our talented contributors.

For inquiries, please contact The Daily Beast at editorial@thedailybeast.com.
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