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Ran Hwang:  
The Beauty of Invisibility 
 
 
 
Ran Hwang has been enthusiastically working around the globe, frequently 

commuting between New York and Seoul. She has established a studio in 

Yeondeungpo in Seoul.  

 

For primary materials, she uses a numerous buttons, beads, nails and pins as 

her paint, considering the wall as her canvas. The images she renders – 

blossoms, birds, Buddhas, urns, etc. – evoke the Asian aesthetic and an exotic 

sensation simultaneously.  

 

Among her vast range of creations, plum blossoms have been an iconic motif 

ever since she started her art practice in New York in 1997. To Hwang, plum 

blossoms represent sensitivity and she states “Plum blossoms look charmingly 

simple and plain yet elegant and humble compared to cherry blossoms that are 

splendid yet showy. The branches of plum trees feature dynamic angles and 

movement. They don’t sprout as many flowers as cherry trees. Their calmness 

and subtle beauty resemble the Korean spirit and sentiment. It might be the 

reason that the ancients chose the plum flower as one of the ‘Four Gentlemen 

Plants’.” Hwang’s contemporary version of plum blossoms appear elegantly laid 

on a translucent Lady Dior, with which the company unveils the classic, graceful 

image. 

 

Hwang continues "Through my work, I convey my enduring examination of the 

chasm between visibility and invisibility. The chasm where all visible things in the 

world conceal their non-visible aspects. Audiences are commonly intrigued by 

beauty of an outward nature in the artwork, but they do not know about the life of 

the artist hidden behind a masterpiece – her pain, sadness, and solitude. I didn’t 

appreciate life until I nearly died in my early 30s. Since then, I've sublimated the 



value of existence through my artwork. The reason that plum blossoms are 

extraordinarily arresting to me is that their life is fleeting and ephemeral 

disappearing even while still blossoming.” 

 

Although various exhibitions about the plum flowers follow every season, 

Hwang’s plum blossoms seem the most remarkable because of her distinctive 

use of materials - buttons. Buttons are her metaphorical medium representing the 

existence of human beings. This work was created through the repetitive and 

meditative process of affixing the buttons onto the ABS surface by hammering a 

number of pins, which hold the buttons. “We never recognize the importance of a 

button before we notice its disappearance from our clothes. This basic perception 

begins my work----we discover the meaning of our existence after its 

disappearance. My practice is all about nurturing the notion of presence and 

absence, reality and illusion, life and mortality in contemporaneous life.  

 

The Lady Dior, which has been evolving with its undying legacy from the past 

into the present, will last into the unknown future, and was given new life by 

Hwang’s interpretation time within the transient moment. Hwang’s Plum 

Blossoms represents the brand philosophy of Lady Dior, whose stated goal has 

been to make a statement in woman’s history of all times. “Dior has weighed in 

heavily on the beauty of women and femininity. This perspective plays similarly 

with my conception. Especially the signature style of Dior in 1950’s, for instance 

the ‘newlook style’ was a revolution in fashion. Through executing this project, I 

was truly stimulated in my role as an artist.” The title, “Eternal Muse” applies not 

only to Hwang’s artistic interpretation but also the audiences’ desire, and 

moreover, to her aspiration towards the Lady Dior. 

 

 
 
 


