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 M yth  and  con tem pora ry ,  r ea l i ty  and  fan tasy ,  ca r toons  and  pa in t ing  a re  m ixed  in  the  works  
o f  So raya  Sha rgh i  on  d i sp lay  a t  the  f i r s t  m onograph ic  exh ib i t ion  a t  the  Le i l a  He l l e r  Ga l l e ry  in  
Duba i .  La rge  pa in t ings  a t  the  cen t re  o f  wh ich  the  young  I ran ian  a r t i s t  has  p laced  f igu res  tha t  
exp ress  a  power fu l  and  unasham ed  fem in in i ty ,  con f ron ta t iona l  and  i ron ic .  W om en’s  bod ies ,  
o f t en  nude ,  bu t  neve r  d i sp layed  w i th  a  sense  o f  se l f -g ra t i f i ca t ion .  In  the  background ,  m e t icu lous  
de ta i l .  The  co lou rs  a re  v ivac ious  and  com bined  audac ious ly .  Her  sou rces  o f  in sp i ra t ion  a re  
num erous ,  f rom  I ran ian  poe t ry  to  Pop  Ar t ,  f rom  m ytho logy  to  com ic  books ,  f rom  ph i losophy  to  
Japanese  a r t ,  pa r t i cu la r ly  the  works  o f  Yayo i  Kusam a  and  Takash i  M urakam i ,  sou rces  tha t  
Sha rgh i  abso rbed  and  t r ans fo rm ed  to  c rea te  a  pe r sona l  na r ra t ive .  A t  t im es ,  the  works  a re  t in ted  
w i th  m em ory  o f  he r  in fancy ,  such  a s  in  Anomaly  and  the  pa in t ing  Out  O f  Rea lm ,  f rom  which  the  
exh ib i t ion  ge t s  i t s  nam e .  A  se r i e s  o f  works  i s  a l so  ded ica ted  to  the  f igu re  o f  a  con tem pora ry  Eve  
shown  in  va r ious  s i tua t ions ,  bu t  a lways  the  bea re r  o f  a  v i t a l  m essage ,  no t  pass ive ,  neve r  w i th  a  
sense  o f  gu i l t .  The  “ rebe l”  Sha rgh i  wan t s  to  ove r tu rn  the  s t e reo types  o f  m a le  chauv in i sm ,  
subve r t ing  the  f em a le  im age  p roposed  h i s to r i ca l ly ,  cu l tu ra l ly ,  in  m y tho logy ,  no t  ju s t  tha t  o f  he r  
coun t ry  o f  o r ig in ,  c rea t ing  new con tem pora ry  i cons ,  dem ons t ra t ing ,  w i th  p r ide  and  courage ,  he r  
own  pe r sona l  power .  
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