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Marrying the exigencies of  Dadaist drives, a performative 
aesthetics of  shock, and assemblage techniques, Arman (né 
Arman Fernandez, Nice, France, 1928), is considered one of  
the leading figures of  the French postwar Nouveaux Realistes, 
a group which also included Yves Klein and Jean Tinguely, 
whose work is marked by an aesthetic foregrounding of  the 
‘real’ in terms of  the world of  raw objects, materials, and 
physical processes. The body of  work presented here gives 
the viewer one of  Arman’s most celebrated artistic strategies, 
the creation of  artist Poubelles, or large Plexiglas containers 
loaned to artists between 1970 and 1973, in New York, and 
filled by them with refuse from their studios—including that 
of  Bernar Venet, Sol LeWitt, Robert Rauschenberg, Peter 
Hutchinson, and Joseph Kosuth, amongst others. What Peter 
Schjelddahl called upon the occasion of  their first exhibition 
at John Gibson Gallery in 1973, “tantalizing form[s] of  self-
portrait”, with the aid of  history, each of  these works can 
be seen as well as commentary on detritus and production 
in material, late-capitalist existence: archives as portraits, 
witnesses to an era. 

Brooke L McGowan Herzog
Curatorial Director
June 2017 
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Archival photograph of Bernar Venet collaborating in the creation of La Poubelle de Bernar Venet, 1971



ARMAN
Sol Lewitt’s Refuse, 1970
Accumulation of studio refuse in Plexiglas box
48 x 24 x 24 in.  (122 x 61 x 61 cm)
Unique and original
This work is recorded in the Arman Studio Archives New York under number: 
APA# 8017.70.004











ARMAN
Robert Rauschenberg’s Refuse, 1970
Accumulation of studio refuse in Plexiglas box
48 x 24 x 24 in.  (122 x 61 x 61 cm)
Unique and original
This work is recorded in the Arman Studio Archives New York under number:  
APA# 8017.70.006







ARMAN
Peter Hutchinson’s Refuse, 1973
Accumulation of studio refuse in Plexiglas box
48 x 24 x 24 in. (122 x 61 x 61 cm)
Unique and original
This work is recorded in the Arman Studio Archives New York under number:: 
APA# 8017.73.003









ARMAN
Christo’s Refuse, 1973 
Accumulation of garbage in Plexiglas box
48 x 24 x 24 in. (122 x 61 x 61 cm) 
Unique and original 
This work is recorded in the Arman Studio Archives New York under number: 
APA# 8017.73.001







Archival photograph of Bernar Venet collaborating in the creation of La Poubelle de Bernar Venet, 1971



ARMAN
La Poubelle de Bernar Venet, 1971
Waste in plexiglass
49.8 x 24 x 24 in (126.5 x 61 x 61 cm)
Image courtesy of Bernar Venet Studios
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ARMAN Accumulations 1960-1964, Galerie Templon, Paris, February 27 – April 6, 
2016
Arman: Cascades, Guy Pieters Gallery, Knokke-Heist, Belgium, April 5 – 26, 2015
Arman The Collector: The Artist’s Collection of African Art, Paul Kasmin Gallery, 
New York, New York, November 11, 2013 – January 11, 2014
Cycles, Paul Kasmin Gallery, New York, New York, February 28 – April 6, 2013
Arman Retrospective, Centre Pompidou, Paris, France, September 22, 2010 - 
January 10, 2011
Arman, Musée d’Art Contemporain, Tehran, Iran, May 6 - June 19, 2003
Arman: Passage à l’acte, Musée d’Art Moderne et d’Art Contemporain, Nice, 
France, June 16 - October 14, 2001
Arman, Museum of Art, Tel Aviv, Israël, 1999
Arman: Starry Night and Money Queens, Reflex Gallery, Amsterdam, Netherlands, 
April 16 - May 28, 1995
Arman: Gods and Godesses, Marisa del Re Gallery, New York, New York, October 
1 - November 15, 1986
Arman: Hard & Soft, Andrew Crispo Gallery, New York, New York, May 4 - 27, 1978
Arman: Conscious Vandalism, John Gibson Gallery, New York, New York, April 5 - 
19, 1975
Arman: Accumulations Renault, Musee des Arts Decoratifs, Paris, France, 1969
Le Plein: Full-Up, Iris Clert Gallery, Paris, France, October 25, 1960
Arman: Les Accumulations, Galerie Iris Clert, Paris, France, October - November 
1960
Arman: Allures d’objets, Galerie Saint-Germain, Paris, France, March 16 - April 9, 
1960
Mostra Personale di Arman, Galleria Apollinaire, Milan, Italy, 1959 
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JAKOBSHALLEN, Galerie Scheffel, Bad Homburg, June 1 - October 15, 2016 
Musicircus, Centre Pompidou-Metz, France, April 20 – July 17, 2016
Microsalon: An Homage to Iris Clert, Luxembourg & Dayan, Frieze Masters, October 
14 - 18, 2015
Arman and César, Allan Stone Projects, New York, New York, March 26 – June 6, 

2015
Magnificent Obsessions: The Artist as Collector, Barbican, London, England, 
February 12 – May 25, 2015
ZERO: Countdown to Tomorrow, 1950s–60s, Guggenheim, New York, New York, 
October 10, 2014 – January 7, 2015
Art or Sound, Fondazione Prada, Venice, Italy, June 7 – November 3, 2014
The Small Utopia. Ars Multiplicata, Fondazione Prada, Venice, Italy, July 6 – 
November 25, 2012
Nouveau Realisme, Luxembourg & Dayan, London, England, June 18 – August 11, 
2012
From Picasso to Koons: The Artist as Jeweler, The Museum of Arts and Design, 
New York, New York, September 20, 2011 – January 8, 2012
Eye on Europe: Prints, Books & Multiples/1960 to Now, The Museum of Modern 
Art, New York, New York, October 15, 2006–January 1, 2007
25 Years of Janis, Sidney Janis Gallery, New York, New York, March 13 - April 13, 
1974
France: Arman, Dewasne, Kowalski, Schoffer, 1968 XXXIV Biennale Internationale 
d’Art de Venise, Venice, Italy, 1968
Nouveau Réalisme, 1960-1970, Galerie Mathias Fels, Paris, France, October 27 - 
November 27, 1970
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Thank you to Corice Arman, Margaret Weber, Wil Suarez, Roland Augustine, and 
Bernar Venet.
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