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Nan Swid’s recent work shines a light on the commonplace elements of everyday life. The
subjects of her still life drawings, paintings and wall sculptures are drawn from the domestic
environment, as Swid says, from “what I see in front of me”. They are snapshots of a moment,
an object, a place, a feeling, a memory. Subjects are explored in multiple iterations and
techniques. Fruit is rendered with pencil on paper and as paper cut out collages. Potted plants
are sketched in monochrome ink on paper and as multi-colored cubist-like collages.

The artwork reflects deep curiosity. It is restless. Brush gestures are quick and urgent,
constructions are messy, edges are uneven. A drawing extends to the paper's edge, almost
bursting from its field. A sense of probing resides in the marks on paper. Defunct books are
enveloped in encaustic paint, spliced and amassed to produce three-dimensional wall hybrids
of painting and sculpture. While personal in scale, larger groupings of mixed media are
assembled to create emotive wall compositions.

Swid invites us to see the familiar objects of daily life in new ways and in new contexts, the
domestic landscape being a creative canvas and armature for her visual exploration in all its
“messy vitality”. The assortment of works asserts Swid’s visual acuity and delight in the
everyday.



ABOUT THE ARTIST

Nan Swid lives and works in New York City. Her work has been shown nationally in galleries
including Margaret Thatcher Gallery (New York, NY), Pavel Zoubok Gallery (New York, NY),
Adam Baumgold Gallery (New York, NY), and Arevelo Gallery (Miami, FL). Swid's work has been
reviewed in publications such as The New York Times, The Daily Beast, and Dossier Journal.

Nan Swid was a principal founder of Swid Powell, the iconic design firm that collaborated with
noted architects such as Richard Meier, Frank Gehry, Zaha Hadid, and Robert A. M. Stern to
produce decorative objects of the highest order. Archives from this endeavor are currently
housed with The Yale University Art Gallery in New Haven, Connecticut.

ABOUT THE GALLERY

Since its establishment over three decades ago, Leila Heller Gallery has gained worldwide
recognition as a pioneer in promoting creative dialogue and exchange between Western artists
and Middle Eastern, Central and Southeast Asian artists. In addition to presenting a dynamic
exhibition schedule, the gallery actively organizes shows with world-renowned curators, hosts
educational panels and film screenings, and produces catalogs and books with scholarly essays.
Each year the gallery participates in major international art fairs and stages off-site projects as a
platform for exploring new conversations within a wider context of galleries, artists and
institutions. Gallery artists have consistently participated in international museum exhibitions
and biennials, and are included in leading institutional collections worldwide.
In November 2015, Leila Heller Gallery opened its first international location in Dubai’s Alserkal
Avenue. At 14,000 square feet, the state of the art gallery features three exhibition spaces,
making it the largest gallery in the UAE. Showcasing leading regional and international artists,
many of whom will be presenting their work in the Middle East for the first time, the gallery is
dedicated to supporting the evolving practice of established artists. The gallery has strong
innovative curatorial and educational programs with an emphasis on promoting a dialogue
between Western and Middle Eastern artists.

For more information, images and prices, please contact ella@leilaheller.com.


