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FACING PAGE: Designer Todd Alex
ander Romano, at his apartment
on Manhattan's Upper East Side.
THIS PAGE: The living room’s vintage
Jansen bergeres are upholstered
ina Claremont stripe, an Italian
rococo stoalis covered in a Clar=
ence House velvet, and the Mongo-
lian lamb’s wool rug is vintage;
both the painting by C. H. Schulz
and the mirror by Zajac and Calla-
han are circa 1970. See Resources.




For decorator Todd Alexander Romano,
more is always more. And there’s no better
proof of the success of that

formula than his own richly layered
jewel-box apartment

TEXT BY KATHLEEN HACKETT
PHOTOGRAPHY BY WILLIAM ABRANOWICZ
PRODUCED BY ANITA SARSIDI

As a grade-schooler in the early 1970s, Todd Alexander Romano
loved to turn the playhouse in the backyard of his family’s San Anto-
nio home into a pop-up shop. “I filled it with books, blow-up pillows,
and posters,” recalls the dapper Manhattan-based interior designer.
One hardcover he did not put up for sale was his mother’s copy of
Billy Baldwin Decorates. “I got my hands on it, and she never got it
back,” he says.

From as far back as he can remember, Romano has loved beautiful
things: Pop and Op Art, Staffordshire pottery, Japanese porcelains,
French chairs—his early collecting habits were all over the map.
His father, one of a long line of Italian engineers and builders, was a
frustrated architect who passed on his passion to his son. “I studied
architecture in school, until Irealized I couldn’t have cared less how a
house was supposed to stand up,” Romano says. What truly interested
him was a home’s history and how people lived in it. “I'm obsessed
with how people entertain, read, watch TV.”

Not one to settle for second best, Romano set his sights onajob with
decorating legend Mario Buatta. “I called him at least 25 times, until
he finally agreed to interview me,” Romano says. “He loved to tell me
that my father was paying him off to keep me working.”

His apprenticeship with the droll Prince of Chintz might explain the
oil painting of a hunting dog in Romano’s living room, but curiously,
there’snot aninch of glazed floral fabric anywhere. “Oh, Tuse chintz in
my work, absolutely,” Romano insists, “but in different ways.”

Indeed, he is that rare decorator whose work defies tidy definition,
and nowhere is his innate talent for mashing up different periods and
styles better executed than in his own Manhattan apartment. “My

taste is highly schizophrenic,” he explains. That seems an under-
statement—in a good way—given the more than 15 pieces of furniture
in his 350-square-foot living room, few of which hail from the same
period. Add in the Op Art lining the walls, and the sculptures and
objets arrayed on every surface, and the total number of items hovers
around 70. “What’s so interesting is that no single piece in the room
jumps out at you,” Romano says, as if he’s surprised even himself.

Before he bought the apartment two years ago—a one-bedroom ina
gracious prewar building on the Upper East Side—Romano was liv-
ing in a lacquered navy-blue studio apartment in a black-glass tower
with views of the Chrysler building and the George Washington
Bridge. As glamorous as the place was, he found he wasn’t suited to
living with people “stacked on top of each other,” as he describes it.
His heart was set on the estate-condition (read: total gut) apartment,
despite its open floor plan and narrow galley kitchen. His Texas roots
aside, so much wide-open space left the designer cold, but the beauti-
ful herringbone floors, and the fact that he could walk to his epony-
mous shop, won him over. “I've got a bit of that peddler-decorator in
me,” he says with a laugh.

Working with the architects Richard Bories and James Shearron,
Romano kept the parquet, ripped out the rest, and set to work creating
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Louis XV chairs covered in a Clarence House velvet are paired
with prints by Robert Goednough, left, and Andy Warhol,
and the circa-1970 Lucite sculpture is by Yasa Mihich; doors
in a glessy black by Fine Paints of Europe lead to the entrance
hall, which features a Regency mahogany hall chair and
walls glazed in a custom green lacquer. FACING PAGE, FROM
OP: A circa-1970 console by Willy Rizzo, a late-19th-century
pean chandelier, and a pair of Josef Albers prints in
ance hall. Regency chairs with silk cushions surround
Ja Saa able in the kitchen; the walls are lined with
vintage's gr, the artworks are by, from left, Rachel Lee
Hovnanian, J& ares, Steven Klein (top), and Mark Shaw,
apd the tele 510 Samsung. See Resources







distinct, classically proportioned rooms. “Putting back the walls actu-
ally makes the place seem much bigger than itis,” he says of the apart-

ment’s 1,000 square feet. Strong vertical lines and extra-tall doors,
inspired by those in Sir John Soane’s Museum in London, draw the
eyes up, creating the illusion that the ceilings are higher than nine
feet. The kitchen is now roomy enough to eat in, although the designer
admits to being a terrible cook. “I needed a place to work in, so I deco-
rated it as if it were as important as the living room. Because it is!”
he exclaims. “I spend a lot of time sitting at that table,” he says of the
Saarinen classic that he has surrounded with Regency chairs.

Romano’s flair for playing with provenance and his fearless use of
color is obvious throughout the apartment, but he points to a more
subtle quality as the real reason the rooms work. Among the greatest
lessons Mario Buatta taught him was to pay obsessive attention to
thetiniest details. When Romano points out the grosgrain ribbon set
into the seams of the sofa cushions, he lights up. “It’s the ribbon trim
beneath upholstery nails, and the scant quarter-inch of grosgrain
peeking out from the rim of a lampshade, that make all the differ-
ence,” heinsists. “You could say that I am fanatically thoughtful when
it comes to these things.”

It’snotawhole lot different than when he put his possessions up for
sale asa kid. “I'm doing the same thing  was doing when I was eight,
onlyit's alot more sophisticated,” he says. m







RESOURCES

PAGE 159: Eglomisé panels by Chapeau

Design from Dune. Antique oak table from
Darrell Dean Antiques (202-333-6330;
darrelldeanantiques.com). Rug by BoConcept
(888-616-3620; boconcept.us).

PAGE 160: Bed canopy of Montauk linen, in créme,
#1901-2, and aluminum, #1901-5, and curtains

of Montauk linen, in creme, #1901-2; all by Lulu
DK, to the trade from Donghic (B00-366-4442;
donghia.com). Tango Ribs rug, to the trade from
Beauvais Carpets. Custom Walker settee by

S. R Gambrel from Dune, upholstered in Velours
Gascogne cotton-linen, inambre, #372-27, to
the trade from Clorence House (800-803-2850;
clarencehouse.com). Antique chair from Balsamo
Antiques (212-759-0063; balsamoantigues.com).

DRESSED TO THE NINES

PAGES 162—-69: Todd Alexander Romano
(212-421-7722; toddalexanderromano.com).
Architecture by Bories & Shearron (212-873-

5696; boriesandshearron.com).

PAGE 162: Chairsupholstered in Gourgourand
Stripe cotton-silk, in celadon, to the trade

from Claremont Fabrics (212-486-1252). Stool
covered in Tigre Velours Soie silk-cotton,
#33959-1, to the trade from Clarence House
(212-752-2B90; clarencehouse.com).

PAGES 164-65: Sofa upholstered in Velours
Gascogne cotton-linen velvet, in platine, #372-34,
to the trade from Clarence House. Cocktail table
by Tony Duguette from Hollyhock (310-777-0100;
hollyhockinc.com). Curtains of Ninon Taffetas silk,
in creme, #BR-81081-E, to the trade from Brunschwig
& Fils (800-538-1880; brunschwig.com).

PAGES 166-67: Facing entrance hall, chairs
upholstered in Velours Olympia cotton velvet,

in candy corn, #33883-129, to the trade from
Clarence House. Sculpture by Vosa Mihich from
Wright (312-563-0020; wright20.com). Doors
painted Hollandlac Brilliant Black, by Fine Paints of
Europe (BD0D-332-1556; finepaintsofeurope.com).
Past entrance hall, wall covered in vintage printed
silver leaf, to the trade from Gracie (212-924-6816;
graciestudio.com). In kitchen, walls covered in
vintage silk paper, in chartreuse, #763, to the trade
from Gracie, Get HIM to Forgive You by Rachel
Lee Hovnanian from Leila Heller Gallery
(212-249-7695; leilahellergallery.com). Photograph
by Mark Shaw from Andrew Wilder Gallery (323-
934-4452; andrewwildergallery.com). Television
by Somsung (800-726-7864; samsung.com).

Chair cushions of Ninon Taffetas, in pacific, 2BR-
81081-257, to the trade from Brunschwig & Fils.
PAGES 168—69: In master bath, custom sink by
Waterworks (800-899-6757; waterworks.com).

In master bedroom, custom headboard upholstered
in Divina wool, in 893, #460730, by Kvadrat

from Maharam (800-645-3943; maharam.com).
Custom Blue Paisley linens by D. Porthault
(212-688-1660; dporthault.com).

YANKEE CLASS

PAGES 170-75: Interior design by Thom Filicia

of Thom Filicia Inc. (212-736-6454;
thomfilicia.com). Architecture by Dodaro Ross
Architects (203-637-7530).

PAGES 170-71: In living room, antique sofa from
Lucca Antiques (212-343-9005; luccaantiques.com).
Petrified wood stools from Lars Bolander (212-924-
1000; larsbolander.com). Ceramic garden stool
from Mecox Gardens (212-249-5301; mecox.com).
Dover Bell light fixture by The Urban Electric
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Co. (843-723-8140: urbanelectricco.com). Fisher
side table from Lillian August (203-847-1596;
lillianaugust.com). Custom rug by Thom Filicia from
Safavieh (866-422-9070; safavieh.com). Curtains
of Chip linen-cotton, in graphite, by Amanda Nisbet
Design, to the trade from Holland & Sherry (212-
355-6241; hollandandsherry.com). In foyer, Copake
Eagle consoles by Thom Filicia for Vanguard
Furniture (828-328-5631; vanguardfurniture.com),
Mirrors by Jonathan Burden (212-941-8247,
jonathanburden.com). Trestle bench by Thomas
QO’Brien for Hickory Chair (800-349-4579;
hickorychair.com). Chinese Pewter wall covering,
#MWSO, by Roger Arlington, to the trade from
Jerry Pair (B00-642-7247: jerrypair.com). Antique
Kirghiz rug from Galerie Shabab (212-725-5444;
galerieshabab com).

PAGES 172—-73: In living room, Saratoga sofa

by Thom Filicia for Vanguard Furniture. Nolan
armchairs by Lucca Studio (212-343-9005;
luccaantiques.com). Charlton lamps by Robert
Kime from John Rosselli Antiques (212-750-0060;
johnrosselliassociates.com). Vintage Tulu rug

from Galerie Shabab. Madam sisal rug, in glacier,
to the trade from Sacco Carpet (212-226-4344;
saccocarpet.com). In dining room, chairs upholstered
in Element polyester blend, in silver grey,

#2105-01, to the trade from Zinc (800-338-2783;
zinctextile.com), with French grosgrain ribbon, in
charcoal, #977-44931-086, to the trade from Samuel
& Sons (212-704-8000; samuelandsons.com)
Square Shade lamp by O’lempia (212-925-1660;
olampia.com). Walls and curtains in Lilliput linen,

in lantern, #910062-07, to the trade from Rogers
& Goffigon (203-532-8068). In family room, lamps
by Lucca Studio. Costello table from Lillian August.
Ottoman by Thom Filicia for Vanguard Furniture,
upholstered in Churra wool blend, in brugge,
#29438-819, to the trade from Kravet (800-648-
5728, kravet.com). Walls covered in Glam Grass grass
cloth, in African diamond, #5219, to the trade from
Phillip Jeffries (973-575-5414; phillipjeffries.com).
PAGE 174: Cocktail table by Canvas (212-372-
7706; canvashomestore.com). Shade of Otisco
cotton, inindigo, #30779-516, by Thom Filicia,

to the trade from Kravet. Walls painted in Daring
Indigo by Pittsburgh Paints (800-441-9695;
ppgpittsburghpaints.com). Sofa upholstered in
Buckley linen, in royal, #30983-5, by Thom Filicia,
to the trade from Kravet.

PAGE 175: Vaisseau bench by Paul Mathieu

for Stephanie Odegard (212-545-0205;
stephaniecdegard.com). Curtains of Zig Zag linen,
in paprika, #EMFO1, by Borderline for

Lucy Rose Design, to the trade from Jerry Pair
(800-642-7247; jerrypair.com).

GAME FOR ANYTHING

PAGES 176-83: Interior design by Jeffrey Bilhuber
of Bilhuber and Associates Inc. (212-308-4888;
bilhuber.com).

PAGES 176-77: Pillows of Tashkent Velvet Ikat
cotton, in persimmon, #173550, to the trade from
Schumacher (800-523-1200; fschumacher.com),
and Ceylon silk, in parfait, to the trade from
Vervain (BO0-611-8686; vervain.com). Bergéres
upholstered in Brasilia cotton, in absinthe,
#OT77022, by Boussac, to the trade from Pierre
Frey (212-421-0534; pierrefrey.com). Louis XV
fauteuil from Doyle New York (212-427-2730;
doylenewyork.com). Pebble table from Antony
Todd Home (212-529-3252; antonytodd.com).
PAGE 178: Wing chair upholstered in Seville cotton,

in clementine, #1043-23, to the trade from Villa
Romo (800-338-2783; villaromo.com). Cushion

of Raj velvet, in ember, #RAJ09, to the trade from
Malabar (0N-44-20-7501-4200; malabar.co.uk).
Dragon-boat light fixture from Vidal's Antigues
Corp. (212-838-9179). Walls and ceiling hand
painted by Mark Giglio of Mark Giglic Decorative
Painting (917-838-0912).

PAGE 179: In club room, bistro chairs by

Howard Kaplan Desighs (646-443-7170;
howardkaplandesigns com). Banguette
upholstered in Langdale linen blend, #F5773-02,
to the trade from Osborne & Little (877-322-7420;
osborneandlittle.com). Cushions of Masquerade
polyurethane, in oasis, #2383-401, to the trade
from Designtex (800-221-1540; designtex.com).
Umbrellas from Lars Bolander (212-924-1000;
larsbolander.com). Gatehouse rug, to the

trade from Beouvais Carpets (212-688-2265;
beauvaiscarpets.com). In entry hall, custom stripe
runner, to the trade from Beauvais Carpets.
Walls painted in Bleu Passe by Pratt & Lambert
(800-289-7728; prattandlambert.com).

PAGE 180: Vintage Loop chairs from Liz O'Brien (212-
755-3800; lizobrien.com) and David Duncan
Antiques (212-688-0666; davidduncanantiques.com).
PAGE 181: Club chair upholstered in Lorenza
polyester blend, in fuchsia, #F0276-10, to

the trade from Clorke & Clarke (888-861-0366;
clarke-clarke.com). Vintage chandelier by
Stilnovo from Gaspare Asaro-Millenovecento
(917-386-8380; gal900.1stdibs.com). Ceiling
covered in Trixie wallpaper, #HP-1003-R, by
Albert Hadley for Hinson & Co., to the trade

from Donghia (800-366-4442; donghia.com).
PAGES 182-83: In guest room, bedskirt and shades
of Tropicana cotton, in azalea, #2060-02, by
China Seas, to the trade from Quadrille (212-753-
2995; guadrillefabrics.com). Patiala carpet,

to the trade from Shyam Ahuja (212-644-5910;
shyamahuja.com). In master suite, chair covered

in Medallion polyester-cotton by Hungry Palette
(860-535-2021; hungrypalette.com). Linen Panther
carpet, to the trade from Stark (212-752-9000;
starkcarpet.com). Pillows of #MB0351 cotton, by
Muriel Brandolini, to the trade from Holland &
Sherry (212-355-6241; hollandandsherry.com).
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