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In the studio Gordon Cheung

Gordon Cheung's psychedelic-coloured
paintings are a collage of stock market
pages from the Financial Timeswith
imagery of animals, figures and
landscape. They explore ideas that
include commerce, consumerism,
structures of power, belief and control,
ecological destruction and the language
of painting. He has a studio in Bow.

Would | be right in thinking that all
those portraits are of the deceased?
‘That's correct, they're all famous faces
taken from awebsite listingtop ten
celebrities earning from the crypt,
including Elvis, Andy Warhol and Dr
Seuss. We may live in alargely secular
age but that need to believe in
something or somebody hasn’'tgone—in
partit's just been diverted to the cult of
celebrity. The paint’s deliberately dribbly
because, in away, they're also virtual
zombies, and zombies inturn are the
ultimate in consumerism-notonlyin

that they literally consume us butin the
zombie film genre they tend to hangout a
lotin shopping malls.’

What's the large painting we can see?
‘It's called “Wildemess of Mirrors” and
is akind of play on, or metaphor for,
sublime romantic landscape. The title is
aphrase used by former CIA chief James
Jesus Angleton to describe the world of
espionage. So there's the suggestion
thatit’s notnature thatwe're
overwhelmed by now butinformation.’

You've been using stock and shares
pages for a long time - do you own any?
‘I have afew shares butI'm not a serious
player. Although for some people
worshipping the market can be another
replacement for worshipping God.'
Interview: Helen Sumpter.

Gordon Cheung’s work can be see in
the Maddox Arts Summer Show until
Sept 5 (see Mayfair to Sloane Square).
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