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Flames Beneath the Flowering Sky

Written by Yasmin Moshari

Where I stand, blossoms bloom, besieged by ceaseless fire. Initially inspired by classic romantic tales,
Behrang Samadzadegan’s tableau now diverges into the current events of the Middle East, where the
night sky blazes with missile trails, and homes are warmed by the conflagrations of war; yet flowers
flourish and hope prevail.

Behrang believes painting draws reality to fiction, conveying ideas, images, or emotions free of the
predispositions of existence. In this series, he explores fantasy, literature, and contemporary concerns
by studying the relationship between medium and subject. He challenges the inert biases of narrative
images composed of historical and literary accounts through the prism of Persian Miniature Painting.
The coincidental surfaces of watercolor and geometric structures, juxtaposing arbitrary and controlled
movements, along with the incorporation of familiar and unfamiliar elements in the process of drawing
an indefinable conceptual landscape, conquer the image’s limitations. By pushing the boundaries of
narrative through the lens of Persian Miniature Painting, he creates a dialogue between the past and
present.

Behrang’s deep connection to Iranian painting continually informs his artistic vision. This influence is
evident in his storytelling propensity, his vibrant color palette, geometrical compositions, limited
depth, peculiar perspective, and certain elements such as the flames. This idea is best represented in
Behrang’s flares, which reference The Fire Ordeal of Siyavosh and The Ascent of Muhammad to Heaven
(Mi’raj). In Behrang’s appropriation of flames, the figures are absent, leaving an inferno for today’s
Muslim nation. Likewise, where Siyavosh emerges triumphant in the Shahnama, Behrang’s painting
shows only fate-determining flames, rapaciously consuming his triumph. 

Behrang Samadzadegan entwines themes of fantasy, literature, and socio-political issues through the
lens of Persian Miniature Painting, daring to dismantle the prejudiced perceptions of historical and
literary imagery. In the act of painting an elusive conceptual landscape, he transcends mere
representation. Behrang’s exploration of flames and flowers illuminates the multiplex interplay
between historical narratives and contemporary realities in a region marked by both conflict and hope.



CALUMNY
2023 
Watercolor and gold leaf
on paper
140 x 200 cm





Flames and Flowers no.1
2024
Watercolour on Cotton
Paper
206 x 140  cm 





Flames and Flowers No.2,
2024 
Watercolour on Paper
180 x 76 cm





Flames and Flowers No.3,
2024 
Watercolour on Paper,
180 x 76 cm 





Flames and Flowers no.4
2024 
Watercolor on paper
76 x 56.5 cm





Khosrow
2024
Watercolour on Cotton
Paper
83 x 131 cm





Dear Diary
2024 
Watercolor on paper
170 x 125 cm





The Witness
2024 
Watercolor on paper
75.5 x 55.5 cm





Flames and Flowers no. 5
2024 
Watercolor on cotton
paper
76 x 56.5 cm





Chasing Hope
2024 
Watercolor on paper
208 x 132 cm





Not an Oil Story, but a
Romance
2024 
Watercolor and Gold leaf
on paper
208 x 130 cm





Behrang Samadzadegan (b 1979 Tehran, Iran) learned the basics of art at a very young age. He
received his BFA from the Tehran University of Arts and his MFA from Tehran Tarbiat Modares
University. In 2008 he received the Golden Feather from the first International Media Art Forum for
Youth in Cairo. In 2009 he received the Visiting Arts artist residency award in Spike Island, Bristol,
United Kingdom. In 2012 he was awarded an artist residency from the Atelierhaus Salzamt Linz,
Austria. He was also the recipient of the artist residency of the Cleveland Foundation Creative Fusion
Artists Program, Cleveland, Ohio, USA.
Since 2004 he has been giving lectures on art theory and holding workshops at the Sooreh University,
Tehran University of Art, Aria Art Institute, and Mahe Mehr Cultural Art Institute. As a visiting artist,
he taught at the Cleveland Institute of Art for a semester in 2015. He has been a jury member of the
fourth Damonfar Biennial for Painting, the New Generation Annual for Painting, the Video Artist
Festival of Isfahan, the Persbook Annual of Contemporary Arts, the Vista Prize, Versus Biennial, and
the Mohsen Projects Open Call. In 2022 he curated the exhibition titled “Minimalism and Conceptual
art in the mid-20th century” at the Tehran Museum Of Contemporary Art (Tehran MOCA).
In his works, Behrang seeks to probe the possibility (or impossibility) of representing truth, identity,
and history within the framework of aesthetic laws and to challenge the capacity of the image for
displaying these concepts. As a scholar and curator, he enjoys discovering and studying new artistic
phenomena and believes in rethinking and challenging the established rules and requirements of art.
Painting has been Samadzadegan’s main focus. The subject matters of his works are drawn from
images and narratives of contemporary Iranian history, which he combines with fictional stories and
the aesthetics of painting. His goal, however, is not to represent historical narratives. The image of
history, he believes, is a personal matter created under the influence of visual and aesthetic
stereotypes, a combination of confusion, chaos, and a futile quest for reaching unattainable truth.
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