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Revealing the Unseen
History and imagination intertwine in this exhibition, which brings togeth-
er a  selection of my paintings from the past six years. For years, I have 
wandered through such a world across different bodies of work. In my 
mind, these paintings are illustrated moments from a travelogue to an-
other land, a no-place within history, where the unseen becomes visible. 
Its objects, animals, and human figures appear as actors stepping onto a 
stage. The stage is at times architectural, at times a landscape, and at oth-
ers interior spaces inspired by archival photographs. Visual sources drawn 
from diverse regional cultures, temporalities, and geographies function 
as living   material that has shaped the layers of these works; within this 
process they acquire new meanings, and the pleasure of this search re-
mains the primary motivation behind my practice.



MEHDI  FARHADIAN

Mehdi Farhadian’s paintings effectively integrate abstract and figurative 
features to create dreamlike, visually stunning landscapes and city views, 
inhabited by people and animals commonly engaged in enigmatic acts. 
His personal style fuses realistic, expressive and fictional narratives, pro-
viding a potent vehicle for his highly personal subject matters, which typi-
cally demonstrate his deep concern for Iranian contemporary history. This 
historical approach addresses political highlights and the everyday life 
experienced collectively. His characteristic iconography originates from 
sources such as the overflowing vegetation of the Khazar bank in North-
ern Iran, famous Iranian buildings, and recent historical figures. It is this 
orchestrated variety that makes up Farhadian’s entirely subjective and 
original imagery. 

His style of painting combines a great respect for details with a powerful 
handling of contrasting visual effects achieved by pouring and dripping 
paint. By combining abstract and expressive techniques, his meticulous 
skill and particular subject matter have saved him a distinctive place in 
Iranian contemporary painting. 

Mehdi Farhadian lives in an old, historically charged neighborhood in Teh-
ran where he was born in 1980. He received his MA in painting at the 
Faculty of Fine Arts at the University of Tehran. Since 2010, he has taught 
painting and drawing at Elm o Farhang University, (Science and Culture}, 
Tehran. Select exhibitions include ART CAPITAL (Comparison}, Grand 
Palais, 2016, Paris (France); The Great Game, Iran Pavilion, La Biennale di 
Venezia 2015, Venice (Italy); Magic of Persia, Royal College of Arts, 2011, 
London (UK); and Iran Inside Out, Chelsea Museum, 2009, New York.



Backbone
2024
Acrylic on Canvas
120 x 150 cm



Quarrel in Garden
2025

Acrylic on canvas 
70 x 90 cm





Ballet in Three Acts
2026
Acrylic on Canvas
420 x 150cm







Ballet of War
2022
Acrylic on Canvas
150 x 200 cm



Uninvited Guest
2024

Acrylic on Canvas
130 x 180 cm



Burj Al Asad
2026
Acrylic on Convas
200 x 250 cm



Day Dream
Acrylic on Canvas

2025
60 x 90 cm



Inflated Lion
Acrylic on Canvas
2018
205 x 320 cm



Light & Sound
2025

Acrylic on Canvas
250 x 200 cm







Mane of Fury
2026
Acrylic on Canvas
150x200cm



Motherland
Acrylic on Canvas

2025
250 x 200 cm



Only Pigeons are Righteous
Acrylic on Canvas



Peace Memorial
Acrylic on Canvas

2025
70 x 90 cm



Roudaki Hall
Opera House
Acrylic on Canvas
2024
180x



Sand Castle
2026

Acrylic on Canvas
150 x 120 cm







Warrior lll
2026
Acrylic on Canvas
200 x 250 cm



Embers in Their Throats
2025

Acrylic on Canvas
65 x 90 cm



Witnessing
2025
Acrylic on Canvas
250 x 200 cm





BA Painting from Faculty of Fine Arts Tehran University-Tehran-Iran 
MA Painting from Faculty of Fine Arts Tehran University-Tehran-Iran 

Twilight, Aaran Gallery, Tehran
Parade Square, Richard Taittinger Gallery, New York New
Watercolors , Richard Taittinger Gallery (Lower Level Gallery), New York 
Sanctums of Decision , Richard Taittinger Gallery, New York
Fires & Flowers, Mah Art Gallery, Tehran
A Miracle for the Whole World, Lawrie Shabibi Gallery, Dubai
BAHARESTAN, Mah Art Gallery, Tehran
Untitled, Mah Art Gallery, Tehran

Reflections, Contemporary art of the Middle East & North Africa, The British Museum, London
Iran Art Now!, Setareh Gallery, Dusseldorf 
ART CAPITAL ( Comparison ) Grand Palais, Paris
The Sea, XVA Gallery, Dubai.
MOPCAP Finalist Artist Exhibition-Royal College of Arts, London.
MOPCAP Exhibition-Traffic Gallery-Dubai-UAE
Landscape, Aaran Gallery, Tehran.
To Paint Cinema, Mohsen Gallery, Tehran. 
In the Mood for Paper, F2 Gallery, Beijing.
Iran Inside Out, Chelsea Museum, New York, USA.
Iran on Paper, The last 10 Year,  Aaran Gallery, Tehran.
Iran/Painting/Now, Silk Road Gallery, Tehran.
Iran Without Border, Galerie Almine Rech, Paris 
Movers & Shakers in Contemporary Iranian Art, LTMH Gallery, New York, USA.
Art fair, Creek Art Fair, Dubai
Radical Drawing 1, Azad art Gallery-Tehran.
Radical Drawing 2, Tehran Gallery, University of Tehran.
Four Yong Artists, Mah Art Gallery, Tehran.
Song of Bulbuls (Nightingales) of the Oil-Rich Regions, Museum of Contemporary Art, Isfahan, Iran.
Selected Contemporary Iranian Realist & Hyperrealist Art, Niavaran Cultural Center, Tehran.

The Great Game, Iran pavilion, Venice Biennale

Summer Resident at Delfina Foundation, London
Summer Resident at Cite international des arts, Paris
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Biennale

2015

Residency

2017
2013



Permanent Collections

2018    The British Museum, London 

Teaching Experiences

From 2010 Painting and drawing courses, Elm o Farhang (Science and Culture) University, Tehran.
2005-2010 Painting and drawing courses, Faculty of Fine Arts, University of Tehran, Open public courses.
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Acrylic on Convas
2026
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