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A Marriage of Physical Beauty and Spiritual Grace

Ran Hwang’s multimedia practice explores the ephemeral beauty of nature. The large-
scale sculptures in Noble Blossoms balance a meticulous attention to detail and invite the 
viewer to look closer. The buttons, beads, and crystals in each work shimmer with light and 
movement, transforming the space they occupy throughout the day. Falling petals, birds in 
flight and cherry blossoms assemble to construct an image of change and resilience. Each 
element is carefully placed, like a petal within a larger composition shaped by repetition 
and focus, echoing the discipline and mindfulness of Zen Buddhism. 

Hwang’s works are created through meticulous and repetitive processes using everyday  
materials—such as paper buttons and pins. Her intense concentration and discipline evoke 
the meditative state of Zen practitioners and reflect the spiritual values once pursued by 
scholars of the past. Despite the extremely labor-intensive and demanding nature of her 
process, her practice embodies an aesthetic of transcending difficulty, ultimately visualizing  
a serene beauty and noble spirit unique to the artist. Through her work, Hwang invites  
viewers into an experience of stillness, fullness, and quiet contemplation.



Renascene, 2025
Plastic buttons, beads, pins on mother-of-pearl cabinet door, hand embroidery on fabric

71.7h x 91.3w x 1.5d in. / 182h x 232w x 3.8d cm

Noble Wind, 2025
Plastic buttons, beads, and pins on wooden panel covered with Hanji (traditional Korean mulberry paper)

51.1h x 118.1w x 4.3d in. / 130h x 300w x 11d cm



Past memories_R, 2021
Plastic buttons, beads, and pins on acrylic panel, Korean mother of pearl inlaid table

27.5h x 27.5w x 5.5d in. / 70h x 70w x 14d cm

The Red Wind, 2022
Plastic buttons, beads, and pins on wood panel

55.1h x 43.3w in. / 140h x 110w cm



Return to Nature, 2025
Plastic buttons, Mulberry paper buttons, beads, and pins on Plexiglass

92.5h x 106.3w x 3.7d in. / 235h x 270w x 9.5d cm



Ode to Full Moon_02412, 2023
Paper buttons, beads, and pins on Plexiglas

12.9h x 12.9w in. / 33h x 33w cm

Ode to Full Moon_02409, 2023
Paper buttons, beads, and pins on Plexiglas

12.9h x 12.9w in. / 33h x 33w cm

Ode to Full Moon_02370, 2023
Paper buttons, beads, and pins on Plexiglas

12.9h x 12.9w in. / 33h x 33w cm

Ode to Full Moon_02341, 2023
Paper buttons, beads, and pins on Plexiglas

12.9h x 12.9w in. / 33h x 33w cm

Ode to Full Moon_0233, 2023
Paper buttons, beads, and pins on Plexiglas

12.9h x 12.9w in. / 33h x 33w cm



Beyond the Serenity, 2024
Paper buttons, beads, pins, and crystals on Plexiglas, painting

39.3h x 39.3w in. / 99.8h x 99.8w cm

Self-reflection_Y, 2021
Paper buttons, beads, and pins, LED lights

20.7h x 20.7w in. / 52.8h x 52.8w cm



Nothing forever_B1, 2021
Paper buttons, crystals, beads, and pins on Plexigla

22h x 22w x 6.5d in. / 56h x 56w x 16.5d cm

Nothing forever_B2, 2021
Paper buttons, crystals, beads, and pins on Plexiglas

22h x 22w x 6.5d in. / 56h x 56w x 16.5d cm
Nothing forever_B3, 2021

Paper buttons, crystals, beads, and pins on Plexigla
22h x 22w x 6.5d in. / 56h x 56w x 16.5d cm

Nothing forever_B4, 2021
Paper buttons, beads, and pins on Plexiglas
22h x 22w x 6.5d in. / 56h x 56w x 16.5d cm

Nothing forever_B5, 2021
Paper buttons, beads, and pins on Plexigla
22h x 22w x 6.5d in. / 56h x 56w x 16.5d cm



Eternal Muse_21 WG, 2021
Buttons, beads, pins on acrylonitrile-butadiene-styrene on Plexiglas

24h x 24w x 7d in. / 62h x 62w x 18d cm

Passion Flower PC, 2018
Button and pins on gold painted helmet

7h x 9.5w x 12d in. / 17.7h x 24.1w x 30.4d cm



Rest II, 2008
Metal buttons, pins on wooden panel
108.2h x 60.2w in. / 275h x 153w cm

The Secret Sublime_P7, 2003
Crystals, beads, and pins on Plexiglas

59h x 47.2w in. / 150h x 120w cm



Becoming Again_BY3, 2021
Paper buttons, beads, crystals, pins on Plexiglas and Plexiglas frame

95.2h x 24.4w x 4.7d in. / 242h x 63w x 12d cm

Becoming Again_AA4, 2023
Paper buttons, beads, pins on Diasec

95.2h x 24.4w x 4.7d in. / 242h x 63w x 12d cm.



Becoming Again_BB5, 2024
Paper buttons, beads, crystals, pins on Plexiglas and Plexiglas frame

95.2h x 24.4w x 4.7d in. / 242h x 63w x 12d cm

Becoming Again_BB4, 2024
Paper buttons, beads, crystals, pins on Plexiglas and Plexiglas frame

95.2h x 24.4w x 4.7d in. / 242h x 63w x 12d cm



Becoming Again_AA2, 2023
Paper buttons, beads, pins on Diasec

95.2h x 24.4w x 4.7d in. / 242h x 63w x 12d cm

Becoming Again_AA3, 2023
Paper buttons, beads, pins on Diasec

95.2h x 24.4w x 4.7d in. / 242h x 63w x 12d cm





RAN HWANG

As a Korean born, New York based artist, Hwang creates iconic figures that embody her 
preoccupation with the nature of cyclical life, non-visibility and the beauty of transient 
glamor. Her earlier career in the fashion industry and the personal memories of 9/11 
attack have led her to adopt everyday materials into the delicate and dramatic works. 
 
Ran Hwang’s works are held in the permanent collections of major international 
institutions, including the Brooklyn Museum (New York), Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, 
Deji Art Museum (Nanjing), Dubai Opera House, Des Moines Art Center (Iowa), New 
York University, and the National Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art, Korea. 
 
Her work has also been exhibited internationally at venues such as Mass MoCA 
(Boston), the Fondation d’entreprise Hermès (Singapore), Facebook Headquarters 
(New York), Asian Art Works (AAW), Leila Heller Gallery (New York and Dubai), 
the Asian Civilisations Museum (Singapore), UNESCO Headquarters (Paris), 
the Baker Museum (Florida), and the 2024 Venice Biennale, among others. 
 
In 2004, Hwang received the Gold Prize from the AHL Foundation in New York, and 
in 2015 she was awarded a grant from the Pollock-Krasner Foundation. She studied 
at the School of Visual Arts (SVA) in New York.
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Soaring Again M3, 2015
Paper buttons, beads, pins, and crystals on Plexiglas

23.8h x 23.8w in. / 60.4h x 60.4w cm

Soaring Again M6, 2015
Paper buttons, beads, pins, and crystals on Plexiglas

27.6h x 27.6w in. / 70h x 70w cm
Soaring Again H5, 2015

Paper buttons, beads, pins, and crystals on Plexiglas
15.7h x 15.7w in. / 40h x 40w cm

Photo by Haeyoon Park
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